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ABSTRACT

The fellowship titled ‘the Aesthetic of Resistanaed Women in Kashmir’ is an attempt to understama t
contemporary changes that are taking in the lifesamen in Kashmir and how these changes are ateghter of greater
changes that are taking place worldwide. The rebealso sought to get at the factors that makestbbhanges possible.
A consistent thesis that that the research browgistthe cultural space that is available to wonmeKashmir especially
because of the presence of women cultural figures dre a central to the ethos of Kashmir. Thesetls figures that
researcher engaged with via the medium of theitrpand the ultimate end of this exercise was tamaehstration of

cultural spaces of liminality and dissent thatanentegral part of the cultural space.
KEYWORDS: Women Cultural, Cultural Space, Women in Kashmir
INTRODUCTION

Two distinct ideologies have informed the placewoimen in society in the last few decades, one ticadholds
that women and men are basically alike and equallimportant respects. Therefore they should hheesame rights,
privileges and opportunities. A second holds thamen and men are essentially unlike each otherefdre women and
men should be assigned different rights roles awpansibilities. These two positions have all alomgthe early
1960’s been at the center of contention for théydaminist movements. Within this the central pehatic was the way
in which the differences between men and women whegacterized. Women had characteristics that &eseciated
with ‘nature’, because of their biological makeupile as men were free from these biological liniitas and therefore
their characteristics were characterized as ‘caltuFrom this spring’s the division of the traditial, patriarchal roles for
men and women. Where women are caregiver and eusttor the family and the men are responsiblegfong out in the

world and making accomplishments in ‘affairs of therld’ as opposed to the family.

This distinction of roles and responsibilities viagely a result of patriarchal relations in mudhh® pre modern
period and in the modern period as well which waeracterized by the enlightenment project. Thé fdiat we can find a
neutral viewpoint from which to gather objectivetiand scientific truths about the world. Thisistaof objectivity and
neutrality came under much criticism from all gqeast especially from the feminist one which chanmdzeel the
enlightenment project in great part as a mistakaliebof a white male elitist vision of the worl@his worldview was
transported along with the colonial project to ottegritories and colonies and was thus made agddtte vision of other
elites and possibly working classes in other paftthe world. All other points of view were deemedscientific and

irrational and associated with the idea of theegithe barbarian or the native.
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CONCLUSIONS

Speaking of the discourses of local cultural figuaed those elaborated elsewhere are in the protegsracting
with each other and in the process a new varietjisifourse is in the offing that creates cultueglpnomic and creative

possibilities for women in this time as well makiitg a rootedness in their own space and time.

This is what constitutes the aesthetic of the teste that women in Kashmir are exploring increglgin
It is a reorientation of the self brought aboutthg accommodation of diverse forces. Contemporéolal trends and
changes on one hand and the ethos of an age tloladutadition on the other. In this manner thehditomy that is usually
posited betweemodernity andtradition as contrary categories is something that is mhdestibject of interrogation and
inquiry in a way that realizes and offers the poiities of alternate practices and discourses Haate the potential to
generate social and civil movements that are hustiarand egalitarian much in the same way the tloédalla Ded and

Nurudin were in their own times.
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